100              To the Sari of ttchester             [i?62
thank you for the justice you do me with regard to King-Charles. Indeed it is what I have always meant to show to his character, accordingly as it fell in with my subjects. Every man ought to be impartial; a writer has perhaps still greater obligation to be so, as he may be accessory to the opinions of others. I never could think Charles 1st a good king, because he was a great collector. I cannot reckon him a bad virtuoso, because he sought too great power. It is not being a Whig or a Tory, to lump virtues and defects, and turn one into t'other, because a man's principles agreed with one's own : but it is being a party-man, a term that in my opinion denotes nothing but prejudice and bigotry. I would wish to act, in a moderate degree, according to the rule which Shakespeare has put into the mouth of Brutus,
'As Caesar loved me, I weep for him; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it ; as he was valiant, I honour him ; but as he was ambitious, I slew him.'
You see, Sir, with what slight variations this is applicable to the whole of what I have ever said of Charles 1st. I am, Sir,
Your much obliged
humble servant,
Hon. WALPOLE.
828*.   To THE EARL OF ILCHESTEB \
MY LORD,                                 Strawberry Hill, July 29th, 1762.
When people disoblige one, they hate one ;  when they -oblige one, they are full of thanks.     The latter is some amends for the former, and therefore I take it as of course.
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